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(54) Title of the invention 

A device for purifying IC engine exhaust 

(57) CLAIMS 

Claim 1 . A device for purifying the exhaust of an internal combustion 
engine, characterized in that, in an exhaust cleaning device, when the inflowing exhaust 
has a lean air-fuel ratio, as the NO x is absorbed and the oxygen concentration of the 
inflowing exhaust is lowered, an NO x -discharging NO x absorbent is fitted in the exhaust 
line of a diesel engine so that the NO x in the exhaust is absorbed, then a reducing agent is 
supplied to the aforesaid NO x absorbent for discharging the absorbed NO x from the said 
NO x absorbent, to provide reduction-purification of the discharged NO x ; a particulates 
filter for trapping the said NO x absorbent and the particulates in the exhaust is fitted in a 
position where mutual heat transfer is possible, a reducing agent is supplied to the 
aforesaid NO x absorbent, and after discharge and reduction-purification of the aforesaid 
NO x , the particulates that have been collected in the said particulates filler are burnt. 
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Detailed explanation of the invention 

[0001] 

Areas of industrial application 

The present invention relates to a device for purifying the exhaust gases from 
internal combustion engines, and specifically it relates to an exhaust purifying device for 
purifying the NO x components contained in the exhaust gases of diesel engines and tor 
collecting microparticles in exhaust gases. 

[00021 

Prior art 

Specification (patent early disclosure) No. 62-106826 (Patent Gazette, 1988) 
discloses a device for purifying IC engine exhaust in which an NO x absorbent is placed in 
the exhaust line of a diesel engine, in the case of a lean air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas for 
absorbing NO x and discharging the absorbed NO x with a lowering of the oxygen 
concentration in the exhaust gas, the NO x in the exhaust gas being absorbed in the said 
NO x absorbent, and when the absorption efficiency of the NO x absorbent decreases, it 
cuts off the inflow of exhaust gas and a reducing agent is supplied to the NO x absorbent, 
to remove the absorbed NO x from the NO x absorbent, together with reduction-purificaUon 

of the NO x that is discharged. 

[0003] Moreover, to prevent the discharge to atmosphere of the large quantities of 
exhaust microparticles (particulates) contained in diesel engine exhaust, fitting of a 
particulates filter in the exhaust line of diesel engines, for trapping the exhaust 
particulates, is known. 

[0004] 

The problem to be solved by the invention 

When the amount of particulates collected in the particulates filter increases, 
because the flow resistance of the exhaust through the particulates filter increases, the 
engine exhaust resistance increases, causing a drop in engine output and increasing the 
foel consumption. In order to prevent this, the particulates filter must be regenerated by 
periodically burning the particulates that have been collected in the said filter. However, 
there is the problem that it is necessary to raise the temperature to heat the particulates 
filter up to a temperature at which the particulates that have been collected can be igmted 
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and burnt, using electric heaters, burners etc., but for this a large amount of energy must 

be supplied from outside. 

[0005] In consideration of the above problems, the aim of the present invention is 
to offer a means of regenerating a particulates filter that requires less energy to be 
supplied from outside, and in which the accumulated particulates are ignited easily. 

[00061 

The means whereby the problem is solved 

The present invention proposes a device for purifying the exhaust of an internal 
combustion engine, characterized in that, in an exhaust cleaning device, when the 
inflowing exhaust has a lean air-fuel ratio, as the NO x is absorbed and the oxygen 
concentration of the inflowing exhaust is lowered, an NO x -discharging NO x absorbent is 
fitted in the exhaust line of a diesel engine so that the NO x in the exhaust is absorbed, 
then a reducing agent is supplied to the aforesaid NO x absorbent for discharging the 
absorbed NO x from the said NO x absorbent, to provide reduction-purification of the 
discharged NO x ; a particulates filter for trapping the said NO x absorbent and the 
microscopic particles (particulates) in the exhaust is fitted in a position where mutual heat 
transfer is possible, a reducing agent is supplied to the aforesaid NO x absorbent, and after 
discharge and reduction-purification of the aforesaid NO x , the particulates that have been 
collected in the said particulates filter are burnt. 
[0007] 

Mode of action 

When the reducing agent is supplied to the NO x absorbent, and the reducing agent 
is burnt on the NO x absorbent, in order to lower the oxygen concentration in the 
surroundings of theNO x absorbent, NO x is discharged from the NO x absorbent and is 
reduced and purified by the reducing agent. During this, the temperature of the NO x 
absorbent is raised as a result of combustion of the reducing agent. Because the 
particulates filter is fitted in a position where mutual heat transfer with the NO x absorbent 
is possible, at this time the particulates filter receives the heat of the NO x absorbent and 
its temperature rises. Accordingly, during regeneration of the particulates filter, the 
particulates filter reaches a sufficient temperature, and the particulates are ignited and 
burnt easily without supplying a large amount of energy from outside. 
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[0008] 

Examples of application 

Fig. 1 shows a first example of application of the present invention. Fig. 1 shows a 
diesel engine 2, intake line 4 and exhaust line 6. An intake throttle valve 8 is provided in 
intake line 4, and normally this intake throttle valve 8 is fully open, but as stated below, 
during regeneration of the NO x absorbent this valve is closed, the flow of intake air of 
engine 2 is throttled and the flow of exhaust onto the NO x absorbent decreases. As a 
result, because the oxygen in the exhaust is consumed and the oxygen concentration in 
the surroundings of the NO x absorbent decreases, a smaller amount of reducing agent is 
required. In the diagram, 16 shows the solenoid that drives the intake throttle valve 8 - a 
negative-pressure actuator or some other type of actuator. 

[0009] The particulates filter 10 is positioned about midway along exhaust line 6. 
12 is a device for supplying the reducing agent in exhaust line 6 on the upstream side of 
particulates filter 10. In the present example of application, the fuel of diesel engine 2 is 
employed as the reducing agent, and the device 12 supplying the reducing agent is 
equipped with a nozzle for injecting fuel supplied from the engine fuel system as a spray 
into exhaust line 6. 

[0010] An exhaust temperature sensor 14 is fitted in exhaust line 6 between 
particulates filter 10 and the reducing-agent supply device 12. The detected signal from 
this exhaust temperature sensor 14 provides the input for an electronic control unit (ECU) 
30. The ECU 30 consists of a CPU (central processing unit), RAM (random access 
memory), ROM (read only memory) and input/output ports, connected by a bidirectional 
bus as a digital computer of a type that is common knowledge, and performs fundamental 
engine control, such as control of fuel injection quantity, and in addition, in the present 
example of application, it also controls regeneration of the NO x absorbent, burning of 
particulates etc. In order to achieve this, ECU 30 controls actuator 1 6 driving intake 
throttle valve 8, and the reducing-agent supply device 12 by regulating the opening and 
closing of intake throttle valve 8 and the supply from reducing-agent supply device 12. 

[001 1] Fig. 2 shows an enlarged cross-section of particulates filter 10. Referring to 
Fig. 2, particulates filter 10 consists of porous ceramic, and the exhaust gas flows from 
left to right in the diagram, as indicated by the arrows. In particulates filter 10, a first line 
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22 with a plug 1 8 on the upstream side and a second line 24 with a plug 20 on the 
downstream side form a honeycomb arrangement. The exhaust gas flow is directed from 
left to right in the diagram, and the exhaust gas flows to the downstream side from the 
second line 24, via the porous-ceramic channel wall and into the first line 22. During this, 
the particulates in the exhaust gas are trapped by the porous ceramic, preventing the 
discharge of particulates into the atmosphere. 

[0012] The NO x absorbent is supported on the wall surface of the first and second 
passages 22 and 24. NO x absorbent 26 consists of, for example, at least one selected from 
alkali metals such as potassium K, sodium Na, lithium Li and caesium Cs, alkaline-earth 
metals such as barium Ba and calcium Ca, rare-earth elements such as lanthanum La and 
yttrium Y on the one hand, and a precious metal such as platinum Pt. With a lean air-fuel 
ratio of the inflowing exhaust gas, the NO x absorbent 26 absorbs NO x , the oxygen 
concentration in the inflowing exhaust gas decreases and there is outgassing of the 
absorbed NO x so that it is discharged. 

[0013] If the aforesaid NO x absorbent 26 is arranged in the engine exhaust line, 
this NO x absorbent will in practice perform an NO x outgassing action, though some 
aspects of the detailed mechanism of this outgassing action are still unclear. Nevertheless, 
it is considered that this outgassing action takes place by a mechanism such as that shown 
in Fig. 3. The explanation given below takes the case of supported platinum Pt and 
barium Ba as an example, but the mechanism is similar when using other precious metals, 
alkali metals, alkaline-earth metals and rare-earth elements. 

[0014] Thus, the inflowing exhaust gas becomes relatively lean and the oxygen 
concentration in the inflowing exhaust gas increases sharply; this oxygen 0 2 adheres in 
the 0 2 " or O 2 - form to the surface of the platinum Pt. The NO in the inflowing exhaust gas 
reacts with the 0 2 " or O 2 " on the surface of the platinum, forming N0 2 (2NO + 0 2 
2N0 2 ). Then some of the N0 2 that has formed is oxidized further on the platinum Pt, 
combining with the barium oxide BaO absorbed in n6 x absorbent 26, and diffuses in the 
form of the nitrate ion N0 3 " in NO x absorbent 26, as shown in Fig. 3(A). In this way, NO x 
is absorbed in the NO x absorbent 26. 

[00 1 5] N0 2 is formed on the platinum surface for as long as there is a high oxygen 
concentration in the inflowing exhaust gas, and N0 2 is absorbed in NO x absorbent 26 for 
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as long as the NO x absorption capacity of the NO x absorbent 26 is not saturated, and there 
is formation of nitrate ion N0 3 \ Conversely, if the oxygen concentration in the inflowing 
exhaust gas decreases and the amount of N0 2 formed decreases, the reaction is reversed 
(NO3- -> N0 2 ), so that the nitrate ion NOf in NO x absorbent 26 is discharged in the form 
of NO2 from the absorbent. Thus, if the oxygen concentration in the inflowing exhaust 
gas decreases, NO x is discharged fromNO x absorbent 26. If the "leanness" of the 
inflowing exhaust gas decreases, the oxygen concentration in the inflowing exhaust gas 
decreases, accordingly if the leanness of the inflowing exhaust gas is made to decrease, 
NO x will be discharged from NO x absorbent 26. 

[0016] Moreover, if the air-fuel ratio of the inflowing exhaust gas is now made 
rich, HC and CO are oxidized by reacting with the oxygen 0 2 ' or O 2 * on the platinum Pt. 
Furthermore, if the air-fuel ratio of the inflowing exhaust gas is made rich, the oxygen 
concentration in the inflowing exhaust gas will decrease to a maximum extent and 
therefore N0 2 will be discharged from NO x absorbent 26; this N0 2 reacts with unburnt 
HC and CO, resulting in reduction-purification, as shown in Fig. 3 (B). In this way, N0 2 
disappears from the surface of the platinum Pt and N0 2 is in turn discharged from NO x 
absorbent 26. Accordingly, with a rich air-fuel ratio of the inflowing exhaust gas, NO x is 
discharged from NO x absorbent 26 in a short time, effecting reduction-purification. 

[0017] In the present example of application, because a diesel engine is employed, 
the exhaust air-fuel ratio is lean during normal operation, and the NO x absorbent 26 
absorbs the NO x in the exhaust. Furthermore, if a reducing agent is supplied in exhaust 
line 6 on the upstream side of particulates filter 10, the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas 
passing through particulates filter 10 becomes rich, resulting in discharge and reduction 
of the aforementioned NO x from NO x absorbent 26. 

[001 8] Here, the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust is the ratio of the air and fuel 
supplied to the exhaust line 6 on the upstream side of NO x absorbent 26 and to the engine 
combustion chamber or the intake line. Therefore if air and reducing agent are not 
supplied to exhaust line 6, the exhaust air-fuel ratio becomes equal to the air-fuel ratio 
with the engine running (the combustion air-fuel ratio in the engine combustion 
chamber). Moreover, the reducing agent used in the present invention can often be 
hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide and similar reducing components that occur in the 
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exhaust, though it is possible to use gases such as hydrogen and carbon monoxide, liquid 
or gaseous hydrocarbons such as propane, propylene, butane etc., or liquid fuels such as 
gasoline, light fuel oil, kerosene etc., but in the present example of application, in order to 
avoid complications with storage and replenishment, as already mentioned, the light fuel 
oil that is the fuel of diesel engine 2 is employed as the reducing agent, 

[0019] Referring now to Fig. 4, the mechanism of this example of application will 
be explained. Fig. 4 is a flowchart showing the routine for controlling regeneration of the 
NO x absorbent 26 and for burning the particulates that have been trapped in particulates 
filterPlO. This routine is executed by ECU 30 on the basis of interrupts at fixed time 
intervals. Referring to Fig. 4, firstly, at step 40, a decision is made as to whether the 
conditions are fulfilled for executing discharge of the aforesaid NO x from NO x absorbent 
26 and for executing the operation of reduction-purification (called the "regeneration 
operation" hereinafter). The condition for starting regeneration of the NO x absorbent is, 
for example, a period of deceleration, the NO x absorbent 26 is above the activation : 
temperature, or more than a stipulated period of time has elapsed since the previous 
regeneration was carried out. If it is decided that the condition for starting regeneration of 
the NO x absorbent is not fulfilled, moving to step 42, intake throttle valve 8 is opened, 
and at step 44, supply of fuel from reducing-agent supply device 12 is inhibited. 

[0020] Then, at step 40, when conditions have been established for starting 
regeneration of the NO x absorbent, moving on to step 46, a decision is made as to whether 
or not the elapsed time T since establishment of the conditions for commencement of 
regeneration of the NO x absorbent is less than a predetermined first time interval Ti. The 
first time interval Ti is the time necessary for regenerating the NO x absorbent 26. If T < 
Ti, it advances to step 48 and intake throttle valve 8 is closed. As a result, the amount of 
air flowing into particulates filter 10 is reduced. Next, at step 50, fuel is supplied from the 
reducing-agent supply device 12. The fuel supplied bums because of the catalytic action 
of NO x absorbent 26 and oxygen in the exhaust gas is consumed. Therefore the oxygen 
concentration in the exhaust gas in particulates filter 10 falls to its lowest level and the 
air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas becomes rich. As a result, as already mentioned, NO x is 
discharged from NO x absorbent 26, and this discharged NO x undergoes reduction- 
purification. 
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[0021] Next, if it has been decided at step 46 that T > Ti, and thus if it is decided 
that regeneration of NO x absorbent 26 has been completed, there is advance to step 52 
and intake throttle valve 8 is opened. This results in inflow of a large quantity of air into 
particulates filter 10. Then, advancing to step 54, it is decided whether or not the elapsed 
time T is less than the predetermined second time T 2 . If the value of T2 is greater than T|, 
T2 - T| is the ignition time required for igniting the particulates that have been collected in 
particulates filter 10. If T < T 2 , i.e. when we are within the ignition time, on advancing to 
step 56, the fuel for ignition is supplied from reducing-agent supply device 12 and 
burning takes place. Accordingly, the particulates that have been collected in particulates 
filter 10 are ignited. Moreover, though not shown in the diagram, if an electric heater or a 
similar means for supplementary heating is provided on the upstream side of particulates 
filter 10, so that particulates filter 10 is heated, ignition of the particulates will be 
facilitated. 

[0022] Next, at step 54, when it is decided that T > T 2 and thus ignition of the 
particulates has ended and the particulates bum even without supplying fuel, on 
advancing to step 58, supply of fuel from the reducing-agent supply device 12 is 
inhibited. Furthermore, if the aforementioned electric heater or other supplementary 
heating means is provided, heating is stopped after the particulates begin to bum. 

[0023] As mentioned above, according to the present example of application, after 
discharge of NO x from NO x absorbent 26 and after reduction-purification has taken place, 
the following effect can be obtained as a result of burning the particulates. On discharging 
NO x from NO x absorbent 26, during the reduction-purification operation, the fuel burns 
on NO x absorbent 26 and the temperature of particulates filter 10 rises. There is therefore 
a rise in temperature of the collected particulates, which ignite and burn easily. 
Accordingly, energy supply from outside for igniting and burning the collected 
particulates can be reduced. 

[0024] Accordingly, less energy has to be supplied from outside for igniting and 
burning the collected particulates. 

[0024] Furthermore, after discharge of NO x from NO x absorbent 26 and after 
execution of the reduction operation, because of the heat supplied for burning the 
particulates and the heat evolved during particulates combustion, it is possible to prevent 
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the NO x supplied to NO x absorbent 26 from being discharged to the atmosphere. 
Moreover, in this example of application, the NO x absorbent is supported on the surface 
of the exhaust line wall inside the particulates filter, but the NO x absorbent and the 
particulates filter can also be separate and independent. In this case, the NO x absorbent is 
arranged on the upstream side of the particulates filter, in such a way that the heat 
generated in the NO x absorbent is transferred efficiently to the particulates filter. 

[0025] Next, a second example of application of the present invention will be 
explained using Fig. 5. In the example of application in Fig. 1, during regeneration of the 
NO x absorbent the intake throttle valve 8 is closed, restricting the amount of air entering 
the engine, and by reducing the flow of exhaust into the NO x absorbent (particulates 
filter), the amount of reducing agent required for consuming the oxygen in the exhaust is 
decreased. Therefore, engine output decreases during regeneration of the NO x absorbent, 
so it is necessary for regeneration of the NO x absorbent to be performed in conditions 
with restricted operation (for example, in conditions such as engine braking when even a 
decrease in engine output does not affect operation), and it is not possible for the 
operation of regeneration of the NO x absorbent to be carried out at any arbitrary time. 

[0026] In the example of application shown in Fig. 5, the particulates filter 
supporting the NO x absorbent is arranged in two parallel rows in the exhaust pipe, the 
flow of exhaust into the NO x absorbent being interrupted on one side at a time, for 
executing regeneration of the NO x absorbent. In this way, during execution of the NO x 
absorbent regeneration operation on one side, operation is possible with the flow of 
exhaust diverted to the NO x absorbent on the other side, so it is not necessary to cut down 
the overall exhaust flow and there is no drop in engine output. Therefore, it becomes 
possible to carry out regeneration of the NO x absorbent at an arbitrary time, without 
regulating the operating conditions. 

[0027] Fig. 5 shows the exhaust pipe 6 of the engine (not shown), the branches 6a 
and 6b of exhaust pipe 6, the particulates filters 10a and 10b arranged in branches 6a and 
6b, the exhaust switching valve 9 provided at the point of branching of branches 6a and 
6b, and the solenoid 9a that operates the exhaust switching valve 9, being a negative- 
pressure actuator or some other suitable type of actuator. Also in this example of 
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application, particulates filters 1 Oa and 10b are each constructed with supported NO x 
absorbent, as in the example of application of Fig. 2. 

[0028] Furthermore, in this example of application the reducing-agent supply 
device is equipped with injection nozzles 12a and 12b for supplying the reducing agent 
(fuel) in branches 6a and 6b on the upstream side of each particulates filter 10a, 10b. In 
addition, in this example of application electric heaters 11a and 1 lb are provided, with a 
relay 1 1 for switching on the supply of current to the respective heaters, as the 
supplementary means of heating for promoting ignition of the particulates trapped in the 
particulates filters 10a and 1 0b on their upstream side. 

[0029] In addition, in this example of application, in order to decide whether or 
not the particulates filter regenerating operation is required, a backpressure sensor 21 is 
provided in exhaust pipe 6 on the upstream side of branches 6a and 6b for detecting the 
pressure of the exhaust in exhaust pipe 6. In addition, exhaust temperature sensors 23 a 
and 23 b for detecting the temperature of the exhaust are provided in branches 6a and 6b 
on the downstream side of particulates filters 10a and 10b, and oxygen concentration 
sensors 25a and 25 b are provided which emit a continuous output signal proportional to 
the oxygen concentration, for detecting the oxygen concentration in the exhaust. 

[0030] Furthermore, at the input port of the electronic control unit (ECU) 30, the 
output signals from the backpressure sensor 21 , the exhaust temperature sensors 23a and 
23b, and the oxygen concentration sensors 25a and 25b (not shown in the diagram) 
provide the input, via an AID converter, together with signals for engine revolutions and 
from other sensors (not shown in the diagram). Moreover, the output port of ECU 30 is 
connected to an actuator 9a of an exhaust cutoff valve 9 via a driving circuit, not shown in 
the diagram, nozzles 12a and 12b of the reducing-agent supply device 12, and the relay 
1 1 of healers 1 la and 1 lb, to control their operation. 

[0031] In this example of application, exhaust cutoff valve 9 normally closes the 
branch on one side (for example branch 6a), and almost the whole quantity of exhaust is 
led to the particulates filter on the other side (10b), with NO x absorption and particulates 
trapping taking place in the said particulates filter on this side. Moreover, if there is an 
increase in the amount of NO x absorbed in the NO x absorbent on the particulates filter 
(10b) that is effecting NO x absorption, exhaust switching valve 9 is switched and almost 
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all of the exhaust is led to the particulates filter on the other branch (6a, 10a), to carry out 
NO x absorption and particulates trapping, with reducing agent being supplied to the 
particulates filter with the increased quantity of NO x absorption (10b), and regeneration 
of the NO x absorbent is carried out. 

[0032] In addition, ECU 30 detects increased exhaust resistance of the particulates 
filter during use, from the output of backpressure sensor 21, and immediately after 
execution of the operation of regeneration of the NO x absorbent of this particulates filter, 
the particulates collected in the particulates filter are burnt and the particulates filter is 
regenerated. Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing the operations of regeneration of the NO x 
absorbent and the particulates filter. This routine is executed at fixed intervals of time by 
ECU 30. 

[0033] When the routine in Fig. 6 starts, at step 601 the decision is made as to 
whether or not conditions are established for commencing the operation of regeneration 
of the NOx absorbent of the particulates filter that is currently in use. Regeneration of the 
NOx absorbent is carried out when the engine exhaust temperature is above a stipulated 
value (and thus the NO x absorbent is above the stipulated active temperature), and when 
the NOx absorbent usage time (NO x absorption quantity) reaches a stipulated value (for 
example from 1 min to 3 min) (thus, when the NO x absorption quantity of the NO x 
absorbent in use exceeds a stipulated level). 

[0034] In step 601, if conditions are established for starting the operation of 
regeneration of the NO x absorbent, the exhaust switching valve 9 is switched at step 603, 
and the branch of the particulates filter on the side where the regeneration operation is 
being carried out is closed. Accordingly, almost all of the exhaust flows to the other 
branch, and there is only flow of an amount of exhaust equivalent to the leakage of the 
exhaust switching valve in the particulates filter on the side being regenerated. Next, at 
step 605, fuel is supplied from the reducing-agent supply device 12 to the particulates 
filter on the side where the operation of regeneration is in progress. Accordingly, the fuel 
is burnt on the NO x absorbent supported in the particulates filter, the oxygen in the 
exhaust surrounding the NO x absorbent is consumed, and NO x is discharged from the 
NOx absorbent and undergoes reduction and purification, accompanied by a temperature 
rise of the particulates filter supporting the NO x absorbent, owing to combustion. 
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[0035] Next, a decision regarding the conditions of completion of the operation of 
regeneration of the NO x absorbent is taken at step 607. The operation of regeneration of 
the NO x absorbent is completed after a stipulated time has elapsed (for example, from 
several seconds to several tens of seconds) since the condition (the condition when all of 
the oxygen in the exhaust has been consumed) occurred when the concentration of 
oxygen in the exhaust dropped below a stipulated value (almost zero) as detected by the 
oxygen concentration sensor (25a or 25b) on the downstream side of the particulates filter 
during execution of the regeneration operation. 

[0036] At step 607, a decision is taken as to whether or not to carry out the 
operation of regeneration of the particulates filter at the same time as completion of the 
operation of regeneration of the NO x absorbent as was concluded in step 609. The 
operation of regeneration of the particulates filter is decided on the basis of whether or 
not the exhaust pressure read from backpressure sensor 21 before commencement of 
regeneration of the NO x absorbent is above a stipulated value (a predetermined val ue 
based on engine revolutions, load etc.). 

[0037] If it is concluded at step 609 that the operation of regeneration of the 
particulates filter is unnecessary, then at step 617 supply of fuel from the reducing-agent 
supply device 1 2 is stopped, switching valve 9 is maintained in its present state and, after 
regeneration, the NO x absorbent is put in the standby state. If it is concluded at step 609 
that the operation of regeneration of the particulates filter is required, the said operation is 
carried out in the next steps from 611 to 615. Thus, ignition of the particulates that have 
been collected in the particulates filter is effected at step 61 1. During this, switching valve 
9, which was in the fully closed state, is opened as far as a specified extent, so that a 
specified amount of exhaust (e.g. of the order of 50 litres/min) flows through the 
particulates filter, and at the same time the amount of fuel supplied from the reducing- 
agent supply device is increased, and ignition of the particulates is facilitated by passing 
current through the heater (1 la or 1 lb). 

[0038] After a specified time (for example of the order of 1 min), current supply 
to the heater is switched off, then the operation of burning the particulates is carried out at 
step 613. During this, the exhaust switching valve 9 and the amount of fuel supplied from 
the reducing-agent supply device 12 are maintained in the same state as at step 611. After 
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a specified time in this state (e.g. of the order of 10 min), burning of the particulates is 
completed, the exhaust switching valve is fully closed once again at step 615, supply of 
fuel from the reducing-agent supply device 12 is stopped at step 617, and the now 
regenerated particulates filter is put into the standby state. 

[0039] In the present example of application, because the particulates burning 
operation is only carried out when the exhaust pressure detected by the backpressure 
sensor 21 exceeds a specified value, we can aim for a decrease in consumption of the 
reducing agent (fuel). Moreover, as in the example of application of Fig. 1, following 
execution of the operation of regeneration of the NO x absorbent, in order to perform the 
operation of regeneration of the particulates filter the latter is heated and the trapped 
particulates are ignited; the external energy supply for this can be reduced, just as was 
achieved in the example of application of Fig. 1 . 

[0040] 

Effect of the invention 

The present invention has the effect that the supply of energy from outside for 
igniting and burning the particulates can be reduced considerably, because the 
arrangement of the NO x absorbent and the particulates filter is such that the heat 
generated during regeneration of the NO x absorbent can be utilized by the particulates 
filter, and burning of the particulates that have been collected in the particulates filter is 
carried out after execution of the operation of regeneration of the NO x absorbent. 

[0041] For the purpose of regenerating the particulates filter after discharge and 
reduction of NO x from the NO x absorbent, during regeneration of the particulates filter, 
NO x is discharged from the NO x absorbent but it is possible to prevent it from being 
discharged to the atmosphere. 

Brief explanation of the drawings 

Fig. 1. Diagram showing a first example of application of the present invention. 
Fig. 2. Enlarged cross-section of particulates filter 10. 
Fig. 3. Diagram for explaining NO x absorption and discharge. 
Fig. 4. Flowchart showing regeneration of the NO x absorbent and regeneration of 
the particulates filter according to the example of application of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5. Diagram showing a second example of application of the present invention. 
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Fig. 6. Flowchart showing the operations of regeneration of the NO x absorbent 
and regeneration of the particulates filter according to the example of application of Fig. 
5. 

Explanation of numerical symbols 

2 - diesel engine 
6 - exhaust line 

8 - intake throttle valve 

9 - exhaust switching valve 

10 - particulates filter 

1 2 - reducing-agent supply device 
26 - NO x absorbent 
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Fig. 1 




2 - main body of the diesel engine 

6 - exhaust line 

8 - intake throttle valve 

10 - particulates filter 

12 - reducing-agent supply device 




26 - NO x absorbent 



18 



Fig. 3 
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Fig. 4 



Routine controlling the regeneration operation 
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40: Conditions established for regeneration ? 

42: Opening of intake throttle valve 8 

44: Inhibition of fuel supply 

48: Closing of intake throttle valve 8 

50: Fuel supply 

52: Opening of intake throttle valve 8 

56: Fuel supply 

58: Inhibition of fiiel supply 
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Fig. 5 




engine speed (revolutions) 



6 - exhaust pipe 

6a, 6b - branches 

10a, 10b - particulates filters 

12 - reducing-agent supply device 

30 - electronic control unit (ECU) 
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Fig. 6 



Routine controlling the regeneration operation 




1 




\ 




1 




\ 



603 
605 



NO 




NO 



617 



( END~) 

601 : Condition for starting NO x absorbent regeneration ? 

603: Switching of the exhaust switching valve 

605: Supply of reducing agent 

607: Regeneration completed ? 

609: Regeneration of particulates filter required ? 

61 1 : Operation of ignition of particulates 

613: Operation of burning of particulates 

615: Exhaust switching valve fully closed 

617: Stoppage of supply of reducing agent 
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(54) C%MW«#] rtS8»H©#»f§Hfci6S 

(57) iftmn&o&m] 

[ffjfcjfi l ] «£ASM5<o£J£tt:tf* y - ><o £ # {cn O 

no x %&7imk-rzmi%.mkmmiz$5\,^x. atriHNo 

O x KUX»J{cil5c?PJ«:#ti^U-C#II2NO x <r>1&mbM?b 



[000 1] 
[0 0 0 2] 

[fi^cDS^] #PSHS 62-106826 -*H*f8fc:r±, 

t5NO x B^itZSUSrv'^— tf^iaOT^iiK^lcBB® 
U Z<DNO x KiR?fiJ^#^«pcONO x SrKiR^-e-. N 

BfLTNOx Kifc#Jf-jS7c#Jt:{feSSLNO x Bi^Jd^ 
K«xUfcNO x $:tkm£-&Zbbi>KtSctii£ti.tzUO x 
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[0 0 0 3] £fc> — V;Vzr.^VZ/<Dm%^\^< 
[0 0 0 4] 

^xer^soii^csr^cso ^n^Kit-r je 

[0 0 0 5] #38W WU ±EBIK:t*, ^^3^ ^ 
[0 0 0 6] 

IRH«r#*f Sfci&O^Sl #5IP>g(cJ:n«. «A# 

WtONOj «r»iR**. -t©*l»1BNO x »«aBlC 
»S#J&ttJ&UTRi|x^fcNO x SrlifJfBNO x KiR»Jd^ 

*««MtaS«K:*5V^-C, Htf8BNO x Kte#J£#^*tf>?£ 

e^ffiftffififciiafiU mriSNO x ftJKMlcSTc^RISr 

tt^uritriBNo x (Dtkmt^ycmt^notim^mm 

[0 0 0 7] 

[«U8] NO x KJR^PJ^«5n^dStt*&$nSi:NO x K 

dSfiTi-Sfc«>, NO x NO x ^»ffl$*L. 

«7n#Jli:J:9ai7£iWbS*LS 0 NO x RiR#J 

EB£*vci^Sfc«>, /^^aU-F7^;^tt:(D 



[0 0 0 8] 

5, *»oJ:5K:no x ftteffl^W^Srff 5R»cH!#* 

itlTNO x !Rtt«d*H«Oll*»*Sr<ftT**6fc 
»lCj8S«ftai7E»(0*39Sfi«S*tS. HJci6T?«-t-0 
ttH*tt9#8ftmit5y i//>f h\ Affirm 
— ^^<7>®S!ft^<OT^^zr^-^-c$>-5 0 
[o o o 9] jMKaKeoSKptctt:, ^^^i/— }> 

-r/w^ i o±««(D^a»6KaKjffl*r«jiet-5fc«> 

<D»^Jflfe»36B^a>*. *^«^Wt»5c»iLT? f 

[ooio] /^>f^au-h7>f;^ i o tm^m 
i 2 1 <Dm<D&f*m& e \atm%m^^ u# 

Efi$*u r©#«fltyf l 4©ftUJ«tfi«^M» 
(ECU) 3 0^A^J$tt^o ECU30tt, 

cpu (+*Sr*£EB) . ram (7^rn^^ 
^ey) . ROM (U-K^^^^^y) . AttiJjtf—h 

» - * a> & ft 9, KMttttMMoxyi; v<E>fi#3?J 
•Srfrsflu *jmi«-eHtNo x »Jte*j<D??£. 

ecu3oh 8 

R^9#8eonE!B&S7cAI«l&SeBl 2d»&oa 
[0011] B2KlMy<^^ ^tol h^^/V^ 1 0C7> 
h7^;^10fi#Mt7^7^^e>^?), 

So ^>r^r^i — h^^^iort(c^ 

1 8dSJfi$^BlxiK2 2 tTIli^2 0^jfi$tb 

fc*2 5M6 2 4 hfr&mzmm-^fr'^— x^vt&tzvx 
5tff* nfB 2 aus 2 4 a>& 7 ^ y ? <om®mm 

^iSi§LT^l3lK2 2lC»AL. T»MI(C^tb5o - 
[0 0 12] JBl*5±tKjB2aK2 2*5J;W2 4<D»ffi 

{c«:no x »JR*J2 6dSffli*S*tTV^S 0 no x wmffl 

2 6fi, WAB^J^K, thJ^Na, y^!>^ 



-2- 



a, i/^>»)AC a<D<£ 5 &T/V;*7 y 7^>L 
a. >f y h »J JAY© t 5 ft#J«^61H3lfc'>ft< 
£1>-o£ x &£P t©± 5 fc*£JR NO 

ti:NO x SrffiUKU «A**5tf^ t t'«>lk*»rtC*fiTi- 
5tMLfcNO x ^ftffltSNO x ©KSfcffiftUBSrfr 

[0 0 13] ii|^NO x ®*Ifc£tf2 6%«IHM1KA 
lceB-r*Ltfw<DNO x RlRffi2 6tt*RKNO x CO® 

t $$£Xf/<l) JAB a Srffi*? $ «r« IC £ o tffi 
T/Kfry^JR, T/u*5±«. ft 

[0 0 14] BP*>. «EA*«^*5^3&9 y->icftS 

(A) fc^£;h,SJ;5fcw*L&Sfc*0 2 &O z ~ ^fc^ 
0 2 -«Tfi^P t <o*Klcft*-t-So — *A#« 

ElfcU NO z fcttft (2NO + 0 2 -»2N0 2 ) 0 ft 

v>-e*j*s*ufcN0 2 ©— «pw:a^p t_h-eHUi^ft:£ 

ttooNO x RJKM2 6rtKl»JRSix-CKfb^3 JAB 
aOi:g^LWP), B9 3 (A) ic^£;h,S J: 5 KflHfc 
>ftyNo 3 ~ <Djg-eNO x »tt*l2 ertfcjfciw-*. 

5l-LTNO x j6SNO x @fc*K£!l2 6 rtiCKlfc^Jx 

So 

[0 0 15] SKA#«^f^^«>Sl*»ft36Si*V>Ki9 
P t^ffiTNOg aS£jSJc£*U NO x KiR^j2 6<E>N 
O x KiRIB*dSftSlbftV^IS9N0 2 ^NO x RJR2U2 

*tfc# LTSEA*^ * *<DRSf*a«M£T UN0 2 
ofe«*355{STi-«4:Sl6dS5»*lRl (N0 3 ~ — N 
0 2 ) KJ«*, »< UTNO x @£ifc£ij2 6rt(DffiS-T^ 

yNo 3 " 3flSNo 2 <Dj&-<*wttoMfr*>tkm£tiZ>o IP 

*©**M«STt 6 4 N O x Ktt 
9J2 6^&NO x 3tffttt3tLft£&lCftS. jJfeAtfcfttf 

M«TL> SeoTSKAS^^oy — >-<Offi-&V>S: 
(S<-rtttfNO x KiR9J2 6^6NO x asjfcmSftSn 
tfcfcSo 

[0 0 16] rot jr«A#«^<Offij»ltSry 

y^fc-fSi. HC, CO&6&P t ±©K*0 2 " * 
/c^0 2 -i:S/SLT^^:b^^ttS 0 *fc, 2CAM4K 
#*<D£jJ81fc4ry y^lc+afc«A*«^«t><o||3ll» 
SdS«aiCfi:T-ra^:«)tCNO x RlR3!l2 6^f>NO a 
a*J&ttJS*L. rc0NO 2 »B3 (B) KC*%3*1,« J: 5IC 



j;5iwtte^pt^B_b[cNo 2 *»«Euft<*a 

ra<z>5*>t-No x ®«x^j2 6^e>No x ayftasti/raa 
[0017] ^ussm"?^ ^ —V/is^^it^frtizm $ 

NO x @*1&#J2 etttWtONOx «r»JRi-* 0 *fc* 
-f*aU-F7-f rt^ 1 0 JiJKfflJ^^^ilK 6 (-58 

a-t-aswtsf^offljRjttt y s^tefc ^ no x guK#i 

[0 0 18] **5, c;i^v*5« £ «©^Jt£ttNO x 
[RjRiffil2 6±j«fll«>#ft9K6 4xyi?yMitfcli 
gMGWKKIKfc * tilt B** i<DJfc*«rV^5fc*>i 
i"So ^orSmi®S6{C^^>3M5c^J^^*tt-C^ 

[0 0 19] »:JcH4S:#BRboo*sas«o»fPlco 
vvrlft9J-r5o H4ttNO x BMXIRI2 eosti^f^ 

■CNO x »JR#J2 6 36»b<D±ENO x <D»ffl, >15t*?Kfc 

^^WfiSftS. NO x KiR»JS^M*&*#Wc. « 
««I»-C*>9. NO x P^^J2 6 3»flHtflda«K 

i§LXV>SCl^^"C$>Sa NO x KJRfflS^Hifi*!*^ 

HI 2**bO«m«»3P*JhSH». 
[0 0 2 0]—*. ^fy^4 0ra^NO x KflZSTJ 

O x K©^JW^Pi^*^ 5 ^i:b^^^e>oSii^raT 

**t* 0 fBloWIBTj Wt. NO x ®iR^J2 6SrS^-r 

s<Djc^s*^ra-efcSo t<t x ^^5/^4 

j*^u—Y7 4 fr# 1 0Jc«6Ai-S^*^«^*n 
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JyfiftS. rtiiaot, ttfS&oJ: NO x » 
iR#j2 6^6NO x ^ttWStt, CO»Hi$jixfcNO x 
Ht«5ci<Wti*ixS r. t t 45c 

[00 2 1] ftive. ^TyZfA 
frfc^. -T4*>*>. NO x RlR#J2 6^ff^Tl 

— b^/W 1 0rt(cS6A-T-5o I*v^fy7 p 5 4{: 
it^K »»«FKlT^«)3£«>6ixfc»2<Z)«FmT 2 <t9 

*jw*iB-ca>5o t<t 2 co^. -f ftto%**«?mirt 
i 2d*b»5*c«o«»^«^sttr*«$n*. rttjr 

1 0 «: JuSM" 5 J: 5 (c-T^tf ^ra u — h <om!k& 
[0 0 2 2] ^l/^T5/^5 4fT^T 2 £W££;*x 

[0 0 2 3] W_ho<t5^||ig^|^J:^^ no x K 

^-f KS:J)R«|$*«J: 51-LT^£jtftK:. £X 

TcD<fc 5<C«i*Sr»*w ^d5"C#5o NO x RlRIH 2 6 

x K4X^J2 6±-C«8«gL^^^r^ V— h^/i^ 1 0 

/^zi&M-r z> r t &x t So 

[0 0 2 4] NO x ©J|X#J2 6frt><DNO x 

TNO x RJR*l2 6Jd»JRSftfcNO x #*9LlZtktii2 

no x msm*'*^***-^— h?>c/i'*ft<Dmf«.m& 



ttU ^ra i^- h 7 O JbllCN O x Rifc#J 

fcBBHU NO x »iRJB-e*^i--6JftdsS»*J:<^-f 

[0 0 2 5] »c^H5Srffiv^**W©IB^O|Mfi«^ 
9, NO x PJMX#J (/^f>f^l/-h7^^) fcjfcA 
ft. NO x iftJRaoW^lCttati/^^a^^ttTi-S 

[0026] H5ic»-rs(afc«i-eH:No x p^iR^j^afip 

Lfc^T^^rcx h:7^A^fcjt**ic2o*#lfcK 
BU -*foNO x K«R»J^«fEA-r5^*5RBfbr 
NO x RJRJfi|OS^S:fT5o dfrKJ: ?K -*ONO X 
K»R*|coS^SI^tf*lc«4fe*<ONO x KiR*J*cas«i 

cofcft, »E*fl=^fi*4JiSr4:ft<ff««>«a)iK:N 

[0 0 2 7] EISle^^T. 6^m>-^^ (I2^i*:-f) 
OftSC^ 6a, 6b ia^f6 (OftttlB, 10a, 

— h7^/^, 9 tt^ttiBJS 6 a , 6 b <D#lft«HcBW 

b*tfc*«saii#, 9 a nmf&w&ft 9 o^j^^a^^ 
r^^~*-c&5 0 ^js^ic*5v>rt>^-7 i >f^raL 

l/-h7-{;^10a, 1 0 b tt^tl^tim 2 (DMIfom 

[0 0 2 8] *^c, *5Wfc«Kl48V^TW^»«|&SSll 
1 2 H^m^f >r ^ra I/- h 7>f;^ 1 0 a , 10 
b(DJ:»«(DMIB6a, 6 b ft|£B5c*I (KM) «r 
ftfetW/X/H2a, 12b^^lKLTV^5o 3S 
iC. ^Sg^J-Cf^^T 1 h ^7 ^ yv^r i o a . 1 

0 b (DiJSfEfiJSSBS^^T 1 >f *~ i — h ^ ^ ;v$ 

»ftiU(Dtgt^lla, llb^tte>tt 

[0 0 2 9] 3=*:, ^HJtfil^tt^-f^aU— h^-f 
6 b 0±««(0»ftflF 6 «CWt#«* 6 ft<DW1%mt>*%i 

a-r*wjaE-fe>-^2 i^Ktte>nrv^5 D stfc. ^ 

>f^al/^-h7^;^10a, 1 0 b (DT^ffllO^HSil 
B6a, 6 blCtt^aL*^*tiJ-r*»«a«-fe>'*2 
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3a. 23b^ mi**<Dmmmmz%iWi^xmmm& 

5a, 25b fc^tl^nmWZtlXV^Zo 
[0 0 3 0] ^fc, i^J^-7h (ECU) 3 0(7) 

xjjtf-h\a&i$m±>V2 1 , 2 3 

a, 2 3 b, WRME-fe:'-!^ 5 a , 2 5bfrb<Dmtl 

^e>A^$ttTV^^> 0 ECU 3 OCOffl^jK— 

^f^9a, «7C*J«^ei 2C0/X/H 2 
a, 12 b. t-nia N 1 lbOy U-l llC^tl 

[oo3i] ^mmm-viz. 9 wihhs-jet 

<0»«iBiS <m.tf#ttflH86 a) SrBBgtU 
^SSrt 5— JSrav^-f h:7-f/u^ (10 b) 

I^V^-^^f-<^aI/-h7>f;^t + NO x CO 
x ORiRSrfToTV^S^T'-f h:7>f/W (10 

b) ±cono x ®jr»j<z>no x m®L&&m*:i'itm&\c 

(Dftl&m&CD/^jlczLU— Y7J/V# (6 a. 10 

tr5££fclc> NO x KiRi^ii^b/c^^^r^u- 
h7-f/u* (10 b) (cl7ci^ttNO x HJKM 

[0 0 3 2] ECU3 OHWffi-feV-^2 1 <£>tfj;/j 

Kit* s filter j*~\s-h &mm sit 

X/*'T'C*~u--h7jsi'?<DW£.&ft?<> meteNO 

[0 0 3 3] [Kl6i:::foV^/W- ^>-^5^>5r — h~tZ>t^ 
^y" y^6 0 l^te^&^BLTl^^^^U--- h 

v^5d^5d^S3pj»fStt5o NO x KiRffloif^Wtao^ 

>#fm8i&m&mei± no x rik^i**^ 

RI (NO x KIRS) &mi&tL («*.«! »^6>3»B 
S) l£i§L-0>SI§^ (-**£*>*>. ffilf^)NO x «iR 

[0 0 3 4] X"r*yZf6 0 1 "CNO x RiR#j0>l5£iftfts 

mte0km*f&&^x^zw&izn*^y-76 o 3-e#fti 



JxlCfcO. TOtt^f >f=SraI/- b7<{/l'?l£iE.W£tl 
fcNO x »iR#JJ^«»U NO x KiR»J^jafflO»a 
*<OB**#ffl»<S*b, NO x «*tfRW>fe*>NO x co&m 

So 

[0 0 3 5] ^V^^7"5/^6 0 7Tr«cNO x Rlfc^J^ 
W^«MP<D»T*fl=^W«*n» 0 NO x ®ifc#JcoW£ 

TffiW<OMmm&-t>"9' (2 5a^:li2 5b) -e«ltti 

[0 0 3 6] ^^>y^6 0 7tNO x RlRffJOW^lftf^ 
»7 Lfc t (Clj:^T y ^6 0 9X'*r 
4 * ~ u— b 7 j <DH£MYt*mmz-ft b &m&$> 

tmmz. no x »jR»j<oH^ii*6S(rk:irjE-fe^2 1 

[0 0 3 7] ^^ry-?§ 0 9TV^-<f * al/- h7>f;W 
6 1 7 -C5l5n^lttl&^e 1 2 *>& tttttt^sPfltjh $ 
NO x KiR#Jtt#««JBJc:«^ttS 0 0 

tz.m^\^ \xm ^xx^y7 6 i i^e>6 i 5 ^ * 

"ryzfe 1 1 -C(i:^f i/- h 7 l^ffl 
fts<y"<t*oLU— b^<om&&fft>tiZ>o wcot^, ± 
BB«»^*ofc^*.#9WtBf«HI**"CRi#S*t, Bf 

(^j^f^5 oyy h/v/5>ss) a^T^^r 

fc — ^ (1 1 a £fctel 1 b) ^iSJtl^f^f^al/ 

[oo3 8] mfemm mtttiiftug) &mart&i: 
?^<Dmnii±w±£ti, Rv^•e^v l y^6 1 30^ 

^Fa («^^io5>sa) ^aa-rsfc^-f^*^- 

S^KiC^ix. ■xtrs/^e 1 7-ca7C»«»&»«l 2^ 
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[00 3 9] *3ll6«lC*5V>Ttt. V* 2 1 

*aU-h(D«^»fPSrfT5ri:lcJ:»), Mytm Oft 
SIMiM&nfll, NO x P^^J^S^f^Slfi 1 ^!-^^ 

[0 0 4 0] 

[*M^«P*] *»WHU NO x »tt»J^S*»fP«PJC 
^^EIU NO x !RjR»JOIffetft^fTaJC^^* 

[0 0 4 1] NO x »iR*W^6<Z>NO x 0>«cttk 

[03] 



(A) (B) 




24 26 



26— NOxiJMJtffJ 



[mi] **Ho*-©*ifc«t^i-H-ea>*. 

[0 2] /<f-r*al/-b7^ 1 O<D&±»fffi0^ 

[03] no x ©iUfcaf^««rttWi-*fc*oH-ca> 

[0 4] 01<D^J£#1<ONO X RflZSJOWSi^-f * 

So 

[0 5] <o|llfi«S:^i-H-e*>5. 

[0 6] 0 5CDSIJg^<DNO x m$LM<DWtkb/<'T>< 

So 

W*©ll«] 

1 2---«^£«#«&3£fi 

2 6 -NO x RJRXO 

[01] 
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6 a. 6b-#ttai& 

IQa, 10b — /<S ! '-c4 l »U-h7-f*5' 

30~*-M»*-9 h (ECU) 



IB 4] 
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